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and dramatist both, the latter being an orator in
this respect, must be partizan, special pleaders;
must strike while the iron is hot; they substitute
heat for light. And Shaw in his dialectics is es-
sentially the orator, the rhetorician (as to
method) passionately pleading, seeing but the
one thing at the moment, and moving heaven
and earth to attain his end, which is, convic-
tion on the part of the hearer. This is the
technic of conviction, as we might call It. What
we have a right to demand of the orator is elo-
quence and honesty; and Shaw has them in full
measure.

With this precautionary word, we may take
up the evidence of the plays themselves, beginning
with

Widowers* Houses

Several Shavian qualities are exhibited in this
interesting if tentative piece. It can easily be
understood that in 1892 it would not succeed.
Its date of production, December 9, 1892, at
The Independent Theatre, London, must be quali-
fied by the knowledge that it was begun (as de-
scribed) seven years earlier, in 1885. If it wasave
